
Small Block Series wines honor the winemaker’s art, exploring vineyards in depth, examining unusual varietals and 
artisan winemaking techniques. While The Hess Collection Cabernets from Mount Veeder stand apart, this Small Block 
Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon is sourced from legendary Napa vineyards notable in their own right. The Beckstoffer 
Missouri Hopper vineyard from Oakville is the backbone of the blend, a vineyard first planted in 1877 to grapes, prunes 
and walnuts, typical of the time. Today, multiple clones of Cabernet Sauvignon and Merlot grace the 45 acres here, and 
the historical touchstone is protected by a conservation easement that will keep the vineyard forever in agriculture. The 
Somerston vineyard from eastern Napa Valley, more akin to Mount Veeder in rolling hillsides from 850 to 2400 ft above 
sea level, was once known as Rancho Catacula, planted for agriculture in the 1840s.  

2012 VINTAGE
Almost perfect. There’s really not much more to say about the 2012 growing season, which proceeded throughout Napa 
Valley in textbook fashion from budbreak to an on-time Fall harvest. Uneventful is a vineyard manager’s favorite word.  
With vineyards that have been producing exceptional fruit for decades, experience is a keen advantage, and when the 
weather cooperates, winemakers truly know that great wine is made in the vineyard.  That’s the story of vintage 2012.

TASTE WITH THE WINEMAKER
“The distinctive mid-Valley flavor profile is deftly balanced by the distinct fruit of Napa’s eastern benchlands in this 
powerful wine that offers robust flavors and intense aromas.  You can almost taste the history of a vineyard dating to the 
19th century, and consistent over many decades.  Hints of black currants, blackberry and black cherry are balanced with 
notes of cocoa, oak spice and cedar with finely grained tannins leading to a long, lingering finish.  The longer growing 
season for slow ripening Cabernet leads to ever more complex wines of uncommon finesse, particularly when we marry 
two exceptional growing regions.  This truly offers another view of Napa Valley, worthy to be deemed reserve and one 
you’ll surely enjoy upon release, or laid down to cellar for another decade.”            -Dave Guffy, Director of Winemaking 

FOOD PAIRING
“Grilled, charred medium rare beef, leafy earthy grains with roasted fennel and caramelized onion.”     
                                                             -Chad Hendrickson, Executive Chef
1% FOR THE PLANET
Your purchase of Small Block Series wines allows us to donate 1% of the sale to this vital organization, which directs 
your contribution to local organizations such as the Land Trust of Napa Valley who share our view of sustainability. 
Thank you for your support of our efforts. Learn more at HessCollection.com/sustainability 
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BLEND: 100% Cabernet Sauvignon
APPELLATION:  Napa Valley  
ALCOHOL: 14.5%
pH: 3.49
TA: 0.63 gms/100ml
AGING: 20 months in 80% new French Oak 
Chateau barrels, principally Taransaud, Demptos, Sylvain

 800 Cases Produced
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